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7KH�WKLQJ�,�PRVW�ZDQW�\RX�WR�NQRZ�LV�WKDW�ZKHQ�,�W\SH�RU�ZULWH�ZLWK�3LS�LW�LV�P\�ZRUN�
QRW�3LSV���,�QHHG�\RX�WR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LWV�PLQH��,W�LV�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�PH���3HRSOH¶V�
EHOLHI�LQ�PH�KHOSV�PH�WR�NHHS�DFKLHYLQJ��

0\�VWUHQJWKV�DUH�0DWK��VSHOOLQJ�DQG�ZULWLQJ���%RXQFLQJ�RQ�P\�ELJ�EDOO��MXPSLQJ��
KDYLQJ�LQWHUQHW�WLPH�DQG�OLVWHQLQJ�WR�P\�PXVLF�DUH�DFWLYLWLHV�,�ILQG�IXQ�DQG�UHOD[LQJ��

7UXVWLQJ�QHZ�SHRSOH�LV�KDUG�IRU�PH�DQG�FDQ�WDNH�VRPH�WLPH��*HWWLQJ�SHRSOH�WR�NQRZ��
XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�DFFHSW�PH�KHOSV�ZLWK�WKH�WUXVW��

2QFH�,�WUXVW�\RX��ZH�FRXOG�EH�IULHQGV��,�GRQ¶W�XQGHUVWDQG�SHRSOH��3HRSOH�GLVWXUE�PH�
IURP�P\�ZRUOG���3OD\LQJ�ZLWK�RWKHUV�,�MXVW�GRQ¶W�JHW��LW�LV�VWUHVVIXO���,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�SOD\�
WKHLU�JDPHV�DQG�,�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WKHP�WR�SOD\�P\�JDPHV���,�ZDQW�IULHQGV��1RW�WR�SOD\�ZLWK�
EXW�VR�,�NQRZ�WKDW�,�FDQ�WUXVW�WKHP�DQG�WKH\�XQGHUVWDQG�PH�DQG�VR�WKH\�ZRQ¶W�ODXJK�
DW�PH��

1RW�NQRZLQJ�ZKDW�SHRSOH�DUH�WKLQNLQJ�RI�PH�LV�YHU\�VWUHVVIXO�DQG�FDQ�PDNH�PH�YHU\�
ZRUULHG��6R�GRHV�WHDFKHUV��RWKHU�SDUHQWV�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�ZLWK�WKHLU�RZQ�RSLQLRQV�RU�
FRPPHQWV�DERXW�PH�DQG�ZKDW�,�VKRXOG�EH�GRLQJ��

0\�GD\�FDQ�JR�EDG�UDWKHU�TXLFNO\�VRPH�GD\V��:KHQ�,�DUULYH�DW�VFKRRO�,�KDYH�P\�
ZKROH�GD\�SODQQHG�LQ�P\�KHDG�OLNH�D�PRYLH��,W�KHOSV�PH�IURP�VWUHVVLQJ�RYHU�ZKDW�
PLJKW�KDSSHQ�DQG�KRZ�ZLOO�,�FRSH��:KHQ�WKHUH�LV�D�FKDQJH�LQ�WKH�GD\�,�FDQ¶W�FRSH�DV�
LW¶V�QRW�LQ�P\�PRYLH�IRU�WKH�GD\��7KH�PRYLH�VKRZV�HDFK�VXEMHFW�OLNH�PDWKV���0\�
PDWKV�PRYLH�VKRZV�PH�WKDW�,�GRQ¶W�NQRZ�ZKDW�WKH�ZRUN�ZLOO�EH���,W¶V�D�ELW�OLNH�D�ILOH�
ZLWK�D�VXEMHFW�WKDW�,�FDQ�RSHQ�DQG�ILQG�D�VROXWLRQ�WR�PRVW�SUREOHPV��,WV�SHRSOH�OLNH�0U�
-�DQG�3LS�WKDW�KHOS�PH�PDNH�PRUH�ILOHV��7KH\�WHDFK�PH�KRZ�WR�FRSH��

0XP�QRW�OHDYLQJ�VFKRRO�ZKHQ�WKH�EHOO�ULQJV�SXWV�PH�LQWR�D�PHOWGRZQ�WKDW�,�KDYH�QR�
FRQWURO�RYHU���0XP�GRHVQ¶W�EHORQJ�DW�VFKRRO�RQFH�WKH�EHOO�JRHV��

7KHUH�DUH�VRPH�GD\V�WKDW�,�FDQ¶W�W\SH�RU�ZULWH�YHU\�ZHOO�EHFDXVH�P\�KHDG�LV�WRR�
FORXG\���2Q�GD\V�OLNH�WKLV�LW�LV�EHVW�IRU�PH�WR�GR�WKLQJV�RQ�P\�FRPSXWHU�RU�,3DG��

&RQWUROOLQJ�P\�DQJHU�LV�VR�KDUG��,�JHW�DQJU\�ZKHQ�,�DP�IUXVWUDWHG�RU�FRQIXVHG���
6RPHWLPHV�,�MXVW�QHHG�WR�ELWH��KLW�RU�VTXHH]H�VRPHRQH���,�PDLQO\�KXUW�3LS���,�HYHQ�FDQ�
HYHQ�KXUW�P\VHOI���,�DP�WU\LQJ�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�WR�\RX�WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�LV�ZURQJ�RU�WKDW�
,¶P�QRW�FRSLQJ���,�QHHG�WR�SK\VLFDOO\�UHOHDVH�P\�IUXVWUDWLRQ�RU�LW�EXLOGV�XS�LQVLGH�PH�
OLNH�D�SUHVVXUH�FRRNHU�DERXW�WR�H[SORGH��,W�KHOSV�WKH�DQJHU�WR�SDVV�TXLFNHU���,�GRQ¶W�
ZDQW�WR�KXUW�SHRSOH�DQG�IHHO�EDG�DIWHU���3LS�LV�WHDFKLQJ�QHZ�ZD\V�RI�UHOHDVLQJ�P\�
IUXVWUDWLRQ�DQG�JHWWLQJ�PH�WR�VKRZ�P\�HPRWLRQV�LQ�DQRWKHU�ZD\���,�KDYH�D�EDOO�,�XVH�
IRU�WKH�SK\VLFDO�UHOHDVH�DQG�,�W\SH�P\�IHHOLQJV���,�DP�VWLOO�OHDUQLQJ�WKLV�VWUDWHJ\��



,�ILQG�LW�KDUG�QRW�EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�GR�DOO�WKH�WKLQJV�OLNH�P\�FODVV���,�IHHO�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�GRQ¶W�
OLNH�LW���,�ZHQW�WR�FDPS�ZLWK�P\�FODVV�DQG�GLG�DOO�WKDW�WKH\�GLG���,W�ZDV�WKH�EHVW�ZHHN�RI�
P\�OLIH���,�IHOW�WKH�JDS�EHWZHHQ�PH�EHLQJ�GLIIHUHQW�DQG�P\�FODVV�FORVH�D�ORW��

,W�XSVHWV�PH�WKDW�,�FDQ¶W�WDON�OLNH�P\�IULHQG¶V���,�KDYH�%HFN�DQG�3LS�WR�KHOS�PH�ZLWK�
WKLV���,�FDQ�VD\�D�IHZ�ZRUGV�QRZ���,�QHHG�\RX�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�ZKDW�,�VD\�EHFDXVH�
RWKHUZLVH�\RX�ZLOO�PLVV�P\�ZRUGV�DQG�DW�WLPHV�RWKHU�ZRUGV�WRR���,�W\SH�WKH�UHVW�RI�P\�
ZRUGV�RQ�P\�FRPSXWHU�RU�,3DG��

&KDQJHV�WKDW�KDSSHQ�DURXQG�WKH�VFKRRO�OLNH�QHZ�FODVVURRP��OLEUDU\�DQG�FDU�SDUNV�
EHLQJ�EXLOW�DUH�YHU\�VWUHVVIXO�IRU�PH���,�FDQ�FRSH�EHWWHU�LI�,�FDQ�ZDWFK�WKH�FKDQJHV�
KDSSHQLQJ���,�OLNHG�KRZ�3LS�JRW�PH�WR�ZULWH�D�UHSRUW�RI�WKH�QHZ�FODVVURRP�DQG�FDU�
SDUNV���,W�KHOSHG�PH�WR�EH�DEOH�WR�DFFHSW�WKHVH�FKDQJHV��

&KDQJH� �VWUHVV���

&KDQJHV�LQ�WKH�WHDFKHUV�DURXQG�VFKRRO�OLNH�0UV�%DUNOH�OHDYLQJ���P\�IDYRXULWH�
WHDFKHU�DW�WKH�WLPH��0U�0F0LOODQ�WKH�SULQFLSDO�OHDYLQJ�DQG�0U�+DQW]�VWDUWLQJ���,�ZDV�
KLJKO\�VWUHVVHG�DW�WKHVH�WLPHV���0UV�%DUNOH���ZKR�ZRXOG�UHSODFH�KHU�DQG�ZRXOG�,�OLNH�
KHU�DQG�ZRXOG�VKH�XQGHUVWDQG�PH�DQG�$XWLVP���0U�0F0LOODQ�ZDV�QLFH�WR�PH�,�ZDV�
ZRUULHG�WKDW�0U�+DQW]�ZRXOG�XQGHUVWDQG���+H�YHU\�TXLFNO\�SXW�P\�PLQG�DW�HDVH���
6KRZLQJ�0U�+DQW]�P\�JRRG�ZRUN�DQG�NQRZLQJ�ZKDW�KH�WKLQNV�RI�PH�NHHSV�WKH�VWUHVV�
DZD\��

,�WDNH�ZKDW�SHRSOH�VD\�OLWHUDOO\���,�RIWHQ�JHW�FRQIXVHG��XSVHW�DQG�DQ[LRXV�RYHU�ZKDW�
VRPHRQH�KDV�VDLG���3OHDVH�H[SODLQ�WR�PH�ZKDW�\RX�PHDQ�DQG�GRQ¶W�XVH�VD\LQJV�OLNH�
³WDNH�D�VHDW´�EHFDXVH�WR�PH�WKDW�LV�WHOOLQJ�PH�,�KDYH�WR�WDNH�D�VHDW�VRPHZKHUH���9HU\�
VWUDQJH���6D\�³VLW�GRZQ´���

,�JHW�YHU\�DQ[LRXV�ZKHQ�RWKHU�DGXOWV�FRPH�LQWR�WKH�FODVVURRP���,�ZURWH�WKLV�UHDO�OLIH�
DFFRXQW�RI�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�LQ�P\�KHDG�DQG�WR�P\�ERG\�WR�KHOS�\RX�XQGHUVWDQG�

6WUDQJH�SHRSOH�MXVW�ZDONHG�LQWR�FODVV�DQG�P\�KHDUW�VWDUWV�WR�UDFH���%RRP��%RRP��
%RRP��,�KROG�P\�EUHDWK�DQG�P\�ERG\�JRHV�WLJKW��YHU\�WLJKW�OLNH�P\�VNLQ�LV�WZR�VL]HV�
WRR�VPDOO�IRU�PH����

,�VWRS�ZRUNLQJ�DV�P\�DQ[LRXV�EUDLQ�WDNHV�RYHU��³:KDW�DUH�WKH\�GRLQJ�KHUH"´��³$UH�
WKH\�JRLQJ�WR�WDNH�P\�3LS�DZD\"´��³:LOO�WKH\�NQRZ�ZKDW�IDFLOLWDWLRQ�LV�DQG�XQGHUVWDQG�
LW¶V�P\�ZRUN"´��³:KDW�DUH�WKH\�WKLQNLQJ"´��³:KDW�FDQ�,�GR�WR�PDNH�WKHP�OHDYH"´��

0RPHQWV�OLNH�WKLV�VHQG�P\�ZRUOG�LQWR�FKDRV���:K\�FDQ¶W�P\�ZRUOG�EH�VLPSOH"��

7KH\�GRQ¶W�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW�,�JR�WKURXJK�ZKHQ�,�KDYH�D�FKDQJH�RI�WHDFKHU��,�NQRZ�,�
KDYH�3LS�EXW�P\�RWKHU�VROLG�URFN�LV�PLVVLQJ���3LS�DQG�P\�WHDFKHU�DUH�P\�VROLG�URFN�
EHFDXVH�WKH�NHHS�P\�ZRUOG�VWDEOH���7KH\�NHHS�PH�FDOP�DQG�VWRS�PH�EHLQJ�VFDUHG��



,�NQRZ�,�FDQ¶W�VWRS�SHRSOH�FRPLQJ�LQWR�P\�FODVV�RU�D�FKDQJH�RI�WHDFKHU�EXW�,�KDYH�
OHDUQW�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH�P\�IHHOLQJV��7KLV�LV�WR�WU\�DQG�OHW�SHRSOH�NQRZ�ZKDW�,�JR�
WKURXJK��

$�ELJ�EDOORRQ�EHLQJ�OHW�JR�DQG�VDLOLQJ�WKURXJK�WKH�DLU�JHWWLQJ�VPDOOHU�DQG�VPDOOHU�DV�
WKH�SUHVVXUH�LV�UHOHDVHG�LV�ZKDW�,�IHHO�ZKHQ�WKH�VWUDQJH�SHRSOH�OHDYH�WKH�FODVVURRP��
$K�5HOLHI��

0HHWLQJ�SHRSOH¶V�H[SHFWDWLRQ�RI�PH�LV�RQH�RI�WKH�FKDOOHQJH¶V�,�IDFH��:KHQ�,�ILUVW�
VWDUWHG�VFKRRO�ORWV�RI�SHRSOH�ZDQWHG�PH�WR�GR�PRUH�WKDQ�,�ZDV�FDSDEOH�RI���7KH\�
GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�PH���7KDW�LV�WKH�QH[W�FKDOOHQJH��JHWWLQJ�SHRSOH�WR�NQRZ��XQGHUVWDQG�DQG�
DFFHSW�PH��7KH�ELJJHVW�FKDOOHQJH�LV�QRW�NQRZLQJ�ZKDW�SHRSOH�DUH�WKLQNLQJ�RI�PH�DQG�
LI�,�KDYH�GRQH�P\�ZRUN�ZHOO���7KH�FRQVWDQW�IHDU�WKDW�3LS�ZLOO�EH�WDNHQ�DZD\�IURP�PH�
LV�D�PLQXWH�E\�PLQXWH�FKDOOHQJH��

)URP�ZKDW�,�ZDV�OLNH�ZKHQ�,�VWDUWHG�VFKRRO��GRLQJ�$%$�DQG�QR�FODVV�ZRUN��WR�QRZ�
DERXW�WR�ILQLVK�SULPDU\�VFKRRO��EHLQJ�DEOH�WR�GR�PRVW�RI�WKH�FODVV�ZRUN�LV�D�KXJH�
FKDQJH�LQ�P\�OLIH���7KLV�DPD]HV�QRW�RQO\�P\�SDUHQWV��3LS�DQG�VFKRRO�EXW�PH�WRR���,�
FDQ�QRZ�VD\�D�IHZ�ZRUGV�DQG�W\SH�WKH�UHVW��3HRSOH¶V�EHOLHI�LQ�PH�KHOSV�PH�WR�NHHS�
DFKLHYLQJ���

,�DP�D�ORYLQJ�FKLOG�ZKR�ZRXOG�ORYH�WR�EH�IUHH�RI�DXWLVP�EXW�WKLV�LV�ZKR�,�DP��,�FDQ¶W�
FKDQJH�WKDW���,�DP�D�SHUVRQ�XQGHU�WKH�DXWLVP���5HPHPEHU�WKDW��




